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Itõs such a neat time of year.  
Lots of warmth, wind and 
sun to tempt members out 
on the water and the club 
house buzzing in the eve-
nings. Skills training/social 
sailing is up and running 
again on Thursdays, Jackpot 
Draws and good food are 
filling the club on Friday 
nights, and now you can 
come down for Sunday 
lunch right through the 
Summer.  And of course the 
Christmas Raft Up at Flipper 

Bay on 17 December.   

Thereõs a heap going on 
behind the scenes too by 
volunteers and Exec alike, 
maintaining the club house 
and our racing programme, 
working to source and fund 
more moorings throughout 
the Sounds, tackle Yachting 
New Zealand over the way 
their affiliation fee is calcu-
lated, and consult over ex-
pansion plans for the 

salmon farms 

At the Yachting New Zea-
land AGM in October, Steve 
Anderson and I pushed for a 
change in the way the way 
affiliation fees are calculated.  

Our approach was based on 
the formula put together by 
the committee established 
after our AGM this year. We 
currently pay in the region 
of $20,000 in affiliation fees 
and there is a strong belief 
among the Exec ,that while 
some payment is appropri-
ate and required for our 
racing fleet and some pay-
ment should be made for 
cruising members, the latter 
should be much reduced.  
Yachting New Zealand has 
an almost total focus on 
yacht racing to the exclusion 
of any other sort of boating 
despite their assurance that 
they represent the interests 

of all boaties.   

While we had wins ð there 
will be no backdating of fees 
in future, and the Board 
recognised that Yachting 
New Zealandõs narrow focus 
must change - the clubs 
supporting our call for re-
duced fees for non-racing 
boats were outvoted by 
those in favour of the status 
quo and the affiliation fee 
stands for this year. Our 
committee is now looking at 
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The Executive & Management wish all members & their families  

         

 

other ways to reduce obliga-
tions to Yachting New Zea-
land while retaining the link 
for the racing fleet but free-

ing up money for the club.   

On a happier note the joint 
club moorings committee is 
working very well.  We are 
now committed to purchase 
another mooring on the 
east side of DõUrville Island 
and purchase of two more is 
possible.   Publication of the 
handbook with all mooring 
information and boat names 
for Waikawa, Mana and 
Pelorus Clubs hit snags be-
yond our control.  A 
slimmed down, home pro-
duced version will now be 
with you shortly. Hopefully it 
will be back to normal next 

year. 

With Christmas not that far 
away I wish you fair winds 
and calm seas for the holi-

day season. 

Have fun!  Iõll  see you in the 

New Year. 

Nicky 

 

Boating Torque 

 

 

 

 

Lawsonõs Dry Hills 

New Year Regatta  

¶ Fri, Sat, Sun, 6, 7, 8, Jan 2012 

¶ Entry Forms available on the 

website or from the office  

 

Sunday Lunch  
 
¶ The club is trialing  opening 

from 11.30am on Sundays 

for lunch.  

¶ Bring your friends & visitors       

for a relaxing afternoon  

 



When it comes to beach cleans Queen 
Charlotte Sounds is up with Tauranga 

on motivated volunteers.   

Members of Waikawa Boating Club 
were stung into action by what many 
considered unfair comments about the 
source of rubbish on beaches near to 

club moorings in the Sounds.   

 

 

 

 

 

Maurice Carter, Dido Harper & Tony Stone, 
with rubbish collected frpm Ngaruru Beach 

in Tory Channel 

Three boats targeted fifteen beaches 
close to moorings jointly owned and 
used by Waiakwa, Mana and Pelorus 
cruising club boats.  And the result?  A 
big tick for the environmental aware-

ness of the boaties.  

The volunteers, organised by Clive Bal-
lett, were pleasantly surprised at how 
little rubbish was found with only one, 
Missionary Bay off Tory Channel, hav-
ing household rubbish under bush 
close to the waterõs edge while some 
of the others holding flotsam of plastic 

and rope at the high water mark.   

 Keith Sutton with Barbra Turner, Max 
Rowley and Sandie Wright on ôOmega 
IIõ targeted the inner Sounds and found 
Govenors and Flipper Bays virtually 
spotless and only a bucketful of trash 

from the reeds at Ngakuta. 

The clubs safety boat ôBlue Peterõ put 
Clive Ballett, Glenys Drew, Mike Under-
wood and his two grandsons ashore at 
Kumatoto, Kaipakirikiri, Spencer, Bakers, 
Pukekoikoi, Tawa off Endeavour and 
Burneys Beach.  And Gerald and Dido 
Harper with ôDafregoõ took Maurice 
Carter, Tony  Stone and Nicky Jenkins 
with them to Tory Channel to check out 
Ngaruru, Tawa, Missionary and Hitau 

Bays. 

The two launches then met up at 
Cockle Cove to analyse their findings.  
The majority was plastic bottles, broken 
bits of polystyrene, small lengths of poly-
propylene line, glass, oddments of plas-
tic bags, containers and old tin cans, 

with much of it old and breaking up.   

Nicky Jenkins, Club Commodore, said 
club members knew that any rubbish in 
the water was unacceptable but they 
were keen to go the extra mile in pre-
serving the Soundsõ environment.  The 
cleanups would become a regular part 
of the clubõs calendar.  She hoped the 
publicity would remind Sounds users on 

land and water to take special care  

when disposing of any rubbish whether 
common plastic drink bottles or house-

hold waste.   

The sea is not a convenient waste dis-
posal unit.  As theyõve seen off Tauranga 
any pollution eventually makes it to 
shore where it contaminates our pris-
tine environment and destroys our wild-
life.  Rubbish dumped on the beaches 
or in the water does exactly the same 

thing.  

 Some delightful descriptions of racing. 
Far fetched, but enjoyable. 
 
There is a list of holdings in the House 
Section of the club website so you can 
check to make sure that the donations 
you are considering making are not 
already held. 
 
Borrowing is also slowly growing. Donõt 
forget to fill in the cards and it helps if 

Thanks to all those who have donated 
books and got the club library upstairs 
in the mezzanine floor off to such a 
great start. Although the initial rush is 
over we are still receiving donations of 
books.  
 
The latest, a novel, A Yacht Called Ere-
whon by N.Z. writer Stuart Vaughan.   
- a light and often amusing read as long 
as one ignores the improbabilities in it.   

you could return the book to the rele-
vant section. 
 
 

Val Maxwell    
Librarian 
 

Beach Clean Up  

Library News & Review  

The Club Library, is there 
for your enjoyment! 
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Cleanup volunteers at Cockle Cove.   

L to R:  Nicky Jenkins, Dido Harper, 
Gerald Harper, Mike Underwood, 
Glenys Drew, Tony Stone and Clive 
Ballet.  Launches Blue Peter and Da-
frego in the background. Maurice 
Carter took the photo.  

 

Julie Short has presented a Warsash Sailing Club burgee to the club. It will join the other burgees on dis-
play in the wardroom. The Warsash club was founded in 1957 on the site of the old Warsash lobster 
ponds on the Hamble River beside Southampton Water in England.  Members sail all sorts of boats from 

dinghies to the largest of blue water yachts.  Interested in learning more? www.warsash.org.uk   

http://www.warsash.org.uk


The 2012 pro-
gramme will re-
commence at the 
end of January.  

 

A huge thank you to the Skippers who have 
volunteered themselves and their  boats.  
Without this support these  activities 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
make contact with potential new crew if 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƘƻǊǘƘŀƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΦ  

Ladies sailing has been underway again and 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƻ 
that anyone from the club who would like 
to improve their sailing skills can join in 
too.   

Women can still choose to sail only with 
women, but other boats may have mixed 
crews.   

The sessions have run every other Thursday 
with the club as the meeting point at 5.45.  

Contact Nicky Jenkins nkyj@paradise.net.nz 
if you would like to join in. 

Annie Izard, Debs Simpson and Pam Bailey 
are taking a well earned break from organ-
ising duties.  ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Ƨƻō 
and have the thanks of all of us. 

Come and join in next year! 

  

Skills Training/Ladies Sailing  

of the largest flotillas ever assembled on a 
river and will include rowed boats, working 
boats and pleasure vessels of all shapes and 
sizes.   

tƛŎǘƻƴΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǾƛŜǿ ŀǘ 
the Picton Spring Festival last month.  The 
original Swiftsure belonged to James Hay-
ter Jackson and caught about 60 right 
whales and 300 humpbacks.  It has been 
gifted to the Canterbury Museum and lies 
beside a whale skeleton. 

Acceptance into the event is dependent on 
UK approval and the Marlborough Histori-

Ŏŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
has been successful until 31 December 
2011. 

If in the meantime you would like more 
information, or to pledge your support 
should the application succeed contact Ron 
Perano email 
info@marlboroughmuseum.org.nz 

wƻƴ tŜǊŀƴƻΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀ ƻŦ 
the whaler Swiftsure to London for the 
Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant and is 
seeking pledges to help meet the cost of 
transporting the vessel and its crew of 
Marlborough Boys College students.  This 
pageant is to celebrate sixty years of ser-
vice by Queen Elizabeth II by filling the 
Thames joyously full with boats recalling 
both its royal heritage and its heyday as a 
working, bustling river.  At high water on 
the afternoon of Sunday 3 June 2012 up to 
a thousand boats will muster from around 
the UK and Commonwealth.  It will be one 

ôSwiftsureõ on the Thamesña project of the Marlborough Historical Society  

Youõll be pleased to hear that the two 

new moorings (Burneysõs Beach and 

Raukaka Bay) will be in place before 

yearõs end.  Itõs important to note limita-

tions on the Burneys Beach mooring.  

At any one time no more than two  

boats with combined weight of 35 Ton-

nes.  Please respect this as the resource 

consent was hard won after consider-

able negotiation with land owners and 

they will be watching to see how it is 

used. 

The combined moorings group 

(Waikawa, Pelorus and Mana clubs) 

continues to seek additional moorings 

for members.  There are now eighty 

throughout the Sounds, including the 

two new ones, and they will all be listed 

in your new handbooks. You may find 

some moorings donõt yet have the cor-

rect initials (PWM) on them and in Pelo-

rus Sound some will be white and not 

orange. Please become familiar with the 

revised moorings etiquette section in 

your new handbook.  

An apology from me, I jumped the gun 

saying there would be flags issued this 

year to show members were paid up. 

Waikawa Boating Club supports this 

plan but our funds are tight this year 

and we have chosen to direct budgeted 

funds to new moorings rather than 

flags. 

As mentioned in the last news letter, we 

are keen to hear of any moorings in the 

Sounds that are no longer required by 

the present owner and which could be 

used by the clubs. There seems to be 

quite a few in Pelorus and we would be 

keen to come to a similar arrangement 

in Queen Charlotte Sound or Tory 

Channel. 

And finally, thank you to those who 

participated in the ôbeach clean dayõ i 

October. We made it a fun day and will 

do it again next year.   

 

Moorings Update ñClive Ballet (RC Moorings)  
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